size that Dr. Goihman-Yahr's report [4] was cited in our previous work which was also published in the Journal of Leukocyte Biology [8] and which aimed to evaluate the activation and killing ability of PMN cells obtained following infection of air pouches from resistant and susceptible mice.
In the last decades, several relevant papers on the function of PMN cells in PCM were published [9 -12] . However, the role of these cells in human and experimental PCM is far from being totally understood. More recently, after a period of neglect, this important cell that links innate and adaptive immunity has been the subject of reinvigorated investigations [13] due to its polyvalent ability as modulator of several cell types through its capacity to secret pro-and anti-inflammatory cytokines, reactive nitrogen and oxygen intermediates, hydrolytic enzymes, and microbicidal peptides, among other components and activities [14 -18] .
We would like to note that the restricted space available to each manuscript in specialized journals, the huge amount of information available, and the allied publication costs may limit the number of references in papers.
We would like very much to express our respect for Dr. Goihman-Yahr and his relevant scientific contribution to PCM; but we would also like to emphasize that we do not believe that we were unfair. We reaffirm the originality of our findings, since the role played by PMN cells in an in vivo model of PCM and the influence of the host genetic pattern in this phenomenon had not been described previously.
